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Be afflifted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter 
be turned to yy; and your joy to beaVi- 
neſs, - Humble your ſelves in the ſight of the Lord, 
and he ſhall hift you up. 


| HOSE Jewiſh Chriftians, to whom the Apoſtle 
_  direfts eine in this Choprer, _ 
in Wars and Fightings; and earneſtly ver. 3; 
wiſhing for the return of Peace and Plenty, and 
thoſe other —— bur could not ob- 
tain them, wer. 2. Te luſt, and have not : ye kill, and deſire 
to have, and cannot obtain : ye fight and war, yet ye have not. 
= eermgatg - bone 16. pooch gn 
all their ill Succeſs a ; id not 
ſeek to God for the Bleſſings oy deſired, or asked them 
only for evil Ends, not that, being delivered out of the hand 
of their Enemies, they might ſerve hins without Fear, but 
be inabled to wekte the more plentiful proviſion for their 
Lufts, and with the greater and Freedom pur- 
ſue 'the fulfilling of t : Te ave not, becauſe ye ask mor, Verin, 3. 
Te ask and receive not, becauſe ye ask amiſ5, that ye may con- 
ſume it upon your Luſts. had alſo wed ſuch 
a Friendbip with the World, as was Enmity with God, to 
whom they had eſpouſed themſelves; aridy rehecalls 
them Adwlterers and Aduttereſſes, ver. 4. 'They doubled 


and diſſembled with God in their Hearts, and their Hards 

were polluted with many foul Pra&tices, which their ver. 8. 
preedy Covetouſneſs had imployed them in He well 
new there could be*no _ hopes of better Times, . 
3 till 


-——— 
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till they were better themſelves; and therefore proceeds 
to tell them, what was fit and neceſſary to be done by 
them : That they muſt ſubmit themſelves to God, and re- 
ſift the Devil; that they muſt —_—_ perform the neg- 
leatcd Duty of Prayer, and the other Exerciſes of Divine 
Worſhip; Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you : 
That they muſt prepare themſelves for ſuch Approaches 
unto God, by putting away the _— of their Hands, 
and the Hypocriſy of their Hearts ; Cleanſe your Hands ye 
Ver. 8. ſinners, an yaw your Hearts ye double minded : And that 
in order to the effeCtual _ this Repentance and 
Reformation, they muſt affi;& their Souls with a godly 


Sorrow, and humble themſelves in the ſight of Goa, for 
the Sins they had committed ; and then, and not” before, 
they might expe&t the happy Fruits of God's Favour. 
Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep ; let your laughter be tar- 


ned to mourning, "oth joy to heavineſs : Humble your 
0 
ext 


ſelves in. the ight the Lord, and he ſhall lift you up. 
The words of the then, if we ſeriouſly compare our 
Caſe with theirs to whom they are written, wecannot but 
acknowledg, are very proper Matter for our preſent Me- 
diration, Fn ſpeaking to them at this time, 


I. I ſhall ſhew, What that Duty is which they require 
of us. 
II. I ſhall ſhew, The great Neceſſity of this Duty. 
HI. I ſhall ſhew, The Seaſonableneſs of it.at this time. 
LV. I ſhall ſhew, The great Benefit of performing this 
Duty, intimated in theſe words, azd he ſhall lift 


On « > 
V.1 (al dire to ſome proper Conſiderations, for 
the exciting you toit. And 


VL I 


— 


—— 
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© VI. T ſhall ſhew, What are the neceſſary Fruits of a 
due performance of it. 


I. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, What that is 
which the Text requires of us. And to this end, I ſhall 
ſhew, 


Firſt, What is to be the general Matter of our Sorrow 
and Mourning. 
Secondly, What are the neceſſary Qualifications of this 
Sorrow. And : 
Thirdly, The particular Reaſons of our Sorrow and 
Humiliation for that general Matter. 


Firſt, Tam to ſhew, What is to be the general Matter 
of our Sorrow and Humiliation ; What that is we are 
to be afflicted, and mourn, and , and to humble our 
ſelves in the ſight of God for. Its for Sin. The Apoſtle 
had beendeclaring and — the Peoples Sins, and is 
here calling them to repent of them : Te Adalterers, faith 
he, ye Adultereſſes, ye Sinners, ye double minded, be ye af- 
flifted, and mourn, and weep; that is, humble your ſelves 
in this manner, for all thoſe Iniquities whereby ye have 
juſtly deſerved ſuch reproachful Names as theſe are. Eve- 
ry Man then ſhould «ffti# his Soul with Shame and Sor- * 
row, for his own, for other Mens, and for the Nation's 
Sins ; for all the Abominations have been done in the mid(t of 
ws, for the Sins of Magiſtrates, and Miniſters, and of all 
other Ranks and Conditions of Men ; for all have ſinned, 
and helped to increaſe the Publick Guilt, and to compleat Ms. 
the CharaQter of a finfut Nation, « People laden with Ini- 
quity, PFor'theſe things both God and the King do call «s 
this Day to faſting, ana weeping, and mourning. And, by 
our 


lt. 
— 
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Joel 2. 


iſa. £2. 4, With 4 ſad Countenance ; Wilt thou cal, 


5. acceptable Day to the Lord? All theſe may be nothing but 


our aſſembling og: at this time, we make profeſſion 
of humbling our ſelves ia this manner. I ſhall therefore, 


I 
for your archer DireCtion, ſhew, 


Secondly, What are the neceſſary Qualifications of that 
Sorrow which is required of us. 

1. It muſt bea hearty Sorrow. That Mourning and 
Humiliation, which God expeQts from us, is chiefly of 
the Soul and Spirit ; Rent your Hearts, ana not your Gare 
ments, ſaith the Prophet Joel. God will not be fatisfied with 
ſuch outward Ceremoniesand Formalities of Mourning, as 
thoſe were; in which alone the Faſts of the Jews did too 
often conſiſt, ſuch as tearing their Garments, bowing down 
the Head like a Bulruſh, ſpreading Sackcloth and Aſhes un- 
der them, disfiguring their Faces, and appearing before him 

this a Faſt, and an 


a vain-glorious. ſhew and pageantry, of Mourning, to at- 
tra the regard and eſteem of Men ; nothing but,Moc- 
kery and Hypocriſy iz the ſight of God. It is the break» 
ing of the Heart, the melting of the Spirit, the humblin 
of the Soul for Sin; this is that Humiliation which God 
hath the greateſt reſpect to. The other may make us 
appear to Men to grieve and be afflited, but this, this in- 
ward Sorrow is neceſſary to the humbling our. ſelves in the 
fight of God, who ſearcheth the Hearts of Men. 

2. It muſt be a great and deep Sorrow of Heart. All 
Evils are to be lamented with a Sorrow proportionable to 
the greatneſs of them ;. and. therefore Sin being the great- 
eſt of all Evils, our Sorrow for that ſhould be the great- 
eſt of all our Sorrows. It is to him, that is of an. humble 
and of a contrite Spirit, that God hath a ſpecial regard, to 
him whoſe Spirit 1s even ground to pieces. with Sorrow, 

as 


Hr 


"M7; 


£38, 
fi 
- 

8 E 


_ 


Fh 
+ 
oE 


mourn, and for thoſe very Sins we. were wont 
0 tak the gene Plcferein, .* . 


B 4 It 
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Job 42. 6. 
Plal. 73. 22+ 


Ezra $. 5, 6. 


Dan. 9. 3- 


Ver. 7, 8. 


4. It muſt be an humbling Sorrow. We muſt fo 
be: afflicted, and mourn, WEEP, as to humble oar 
ſelves in the fight of God for the Sins we have com- 
mitted, fo as to waſh away all the filth of Pride, 
and every high Thought of our ſelves. Our Sorrow 
ſhould be attended with Shame, and a deep fenſe of 
our own Bafeneſs.. W henever we bewail our Sins, we 
ſhould abbor and loath -owr ſelves tor them, and ac- 
knowledg the Juſtice of God in all the Evils they 
have brought upon us, and his undeſerved Mercy in 
that we are not utterly conſumed for them.” Such a 
Mourner was Job, when he abborred himſelf, and re- 

in Daſt and Afſbes. Such was David, when 

- confeſſed that he was fookiſh and ignorant, even as 
4 Beaſt before God, Such was Ezra, K. he fell 
his Kees, and ſaid, —_ ——— and 
to lift '«p my Face to thee, my God: for our Iniqui 
ties ji perry over our Heads, Rl our Treſhaf 
is up unto the Heavens, And ſuch was Daniel, . 
when conteſſing, with Faſting, and Sackcloth, and 
Aſbes, the Sins of his ws he thus ex him- 
ſelf; O Lord, Righteouſneſs belongs anto thee, but unto 
us Confuſion of Face, becauſe we -have ſinned ag ain 
thee, Such Mourners ſhould we all be this Day, ++ 
ing down in our Shame, and oar Confuſion coutring ws, 
and loathing our ſelves in oar own fight for all the 
Evils that we have committed. "S rf o 

5. It muſt be a laſting Sorrow. It is not-the Dy- 
ty of. one, Hour, or of one Day only. 1s mi the 
Faſt that I have choſen, ſaith God, a Day for « Man 
to afflift his Soul? Ia. 58.4. The Sorrow which God 


expects 
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cxpetts from ws, is not ſuch as vaniſhesin car Bighs 
and' Lamentations, or runs out with our Tears,” and 
only erent ene 
neſs. It is not as a mornin ws om ay WE CUmIe 
the Soul for a little while, bt ſoow puſſeth away; 

then all is clear again, and our' A ſhine 

bright ioover pit the Sie Se It is not 
falling out with them, and our ſelves for their 


. and \ 
any 

upon our lamented Sins, or remember ther 
Shame : We muſt never ſuffer our Hearts to be /* 
ed wp again, or to grow inſenſible of that load of 
Sin, which we have felt ſo heavy them, and 
hath given them ſo much Pain and ' We 
muſt always carry with us the ſame 


the filthy Converſation of the whe Ar cont. | 


ally diſpoſed to mourn and be in ſceing «nd 
hearing their Abominations. I proceed now, 


Thirdly, 'T rag 
Sorrow 2nd Fd for our own' aid others 


. " 


God is diſhonoured ; his' Authority ' ® 
Laws trampled on, and his Loye and Goodiiels a- 
bufed : becauſe —_ our moſt Holy mh is 
AE and the Chriſtian Faith expoſed ro 
and Derifidn ad And roving bakdet 


ty: 
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ty : becauſe the. Peace and Proſperity of our 

is undermined, and ſo many Publick Miſchiefs pro- 
cured by them : 'becauſe hereby our Minds and Con- 
ſciences are defiled, and- the of- God - defaced 
in-us, the Peace of. our Souls deſtroyed, and ever- 
laſting Wrath and Puniſhment incurred by . us. 
Theſe are all of them very ſorrowtful Conſiderati- 
ons, and we muſt” have reſpeft to them all, in: 
afflifting and humbling our Souls -for our Sins. Thus 
much may ſuffice tor the explaining the .Nature of 
the. Duty of the Tex... 


Iſhall therefore proceed and ſhew, 


H. The Neceſſity of it, which will be manifeſt, if 
we conlider,., 


Firſt, That without this great. and hearty: Sor- 
row ” Humiliation. for our Sins, there can be no 
true Repentance, without which there can be no- 
Pardon, ,no Reconciliation with God, , no hopes -- of 
diverting the. Judgments -of God from this aztowerd 
Generation, no eſcaping the Wrath to come, no hopes. 
of Eternal Life and 'Salvation. . 'This .Sorrow and 
Humiliation for Sin,. is therefore very. often. ex- 

. called far,. when Men.are. exhorted to repent, 
and particularly. mentioned in .the . account. of their 
Repentance... ' 'Thus. ſaid the. Lord. to; the. Houſe of 
Ifrael, when he called themto repent, . Joel 2. 12.. Tarn: 


ye, even 10--me,. with all your» Heart, and with. weeping, . 


aud: faſting, «nd. mourning, aud. rent your. Hearts, 


Go —— 
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Thus when Devid te> of his Sin, i»'the matter Pal 51. 
of Uriah, he offered” the Sacrifice of a broken and - 
contrite' Heart. . And'thus the Ezekiel fore- 

tells the Repentance of the Captr po; ; Ezek. 6.9 

They ſhall lomth- ge. qe -for the that they hip . 
commirted in all their Abominations. And thus we 

read of the Penitent Woman in the Goſpel, _ 


T: 38, that ſbe came behind our Saviour em Worn 
began to' waſb his Feet with Tears : And' of St. Peter, 


that when he n his — he went out, 
and wept bitterly: And of thote -Converts- he- made, 
Ad. 2. That they were pricked in' their Heart, at the” 
mention of ' their great Ain, in crucifying the Lord 
Jeſus. Repentance, as it is often deſcribed i in Scri 
tures: iS a turning from Sin, and- a turning 10 1 
Lord; a turning from Sin, in the Judgment,” WAI, 
and Reſolutions, and in the AﬀeQtions likewiſe; the 
tove of it is turned into Hatred; and” delight in it into - 
yam and pens WS this eat turn- - 
ing from Sm ore, uceth turning 
fem in ris Qurwaſd Converſation” and Praftice: 
Therefbre- St, Park telk us, that- Sorrow work; 
eth Repentance not to be x 4 of, 2 Gor-7. 10. 
We firlt - grieve for Sin, then- it; We 
ſeel the remembrance- of it lie- hea upory- our 
Minds, and then and therefore ſet onr felves to/ſhake- 
off the uneaſy Burden... | UG 063 


Secondly,” The Neceſſity ofthis Sorrow” and” Humi- - 
liationawill be farther- maniſeſt, if. we. conſider, that 


without: this there cannot be-that Love.of. God _ 


; F VÞ k 
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the firſt and great Commandment requires of us, If 
we Fu God with all our Heart, *we cannot but look 
with great diſpleaſure upon that, which is moſt 
contrary to his Nature and Will, which his Soul 
hates, and his Honour ſuffers ſo much 5h Can we 
ſee him moſt highly provoked and 1njur'd, whom. our 
Soul dearly loves, and not be afflicted at it? He that 
can reflet upon his Rebellion and Diſobedience, that 
can remember how often, and how many ways he 
hath grieved and offended God, and not mourn and 
be aſhamed at the thoughts of what he hath 
done, How dwells the love of God in him ? How abſurd 
are all his pretences to it ? : 


Thirdly, The Neceſſity of this Sorrow and Humi- 
liation, will be yet farther manifeſt, if we conſ- 
der, that without this there can be no true Love of 
our Neighbour, without which we cannot be Chriſt's 
Diſciples. Love will not ſuffer us to be unconcern- 
ed at the Calamities of thoſe who are the Objes 
of. it, We cannot but grieve to ſee their Bodies in 
pain, their Minds diſtracted, their Goods rifled, and 
their Enemies executing their bloody Deligns againſt 
them; and are we not aſhamed to pretend, in any 
ſenſe, to love our Neighbours as Chriſt bath loved 
us, if we can fee them under far greater Miſesies 
than all theſe, and yet be little affefted* with them ? 
If we can ſee them diſeaſed in their Souls, dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, inflaved by the Devil, pulling 
down the Wrath of God upoa them, and ready to 
fall with their Souls and Bodies into unquenchable 
Flames, 


© tt - Ow 
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T” 


Flames, and not have our Bowels woved, and our 
Hearts pained within ws? © T 


Fourthly, Without this +Sorrow and Humiliation, 
there can be by true Faith, wg which - is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God, or to be juſtified in his fight. 
How can verge ny =_ God our Maker and 
Preſerver, ' every good Gift, and 
offend him daily wa. cab R e? How can = 
believe, that he hates all the Workers of Iniquity, that 
he s angry with the Wicked every Day, and will by no 
means acquit the Guilty, and yet-be caſy under. all 
the great 'and provoking - Tranſgreſſhons 'we + have 


committed inſt Him? How can we believe that 


the Son of came down from Heaven, and ſuf- 
fered all the Shame and Torment of the Croſs: for 
our Salvation ; and feel no wounds in our Spirits,-. 
no ſhame-in our Faces, for all' the u Re- 
turns ER —_ his tender Love 2 How 
can We ve ave by or ws, tO ſave 
ws from our Sins, whilt ade  # and _ 
them with pleaſure, and will not be delivered from 
them ? How can we believe that Glory, Honour, ani 
Immortality, are the certain Reward of thoſe that 
work Righteonſweſs, and yet remember with little con- 
cern how careleſly we have zegletted ſo great Sal- 
vation? How can we believe, that Indignation 'and - 
Wrath, Tribalation and ' Anguiſh, eternal Death and 
Miſery, will be the undoubted Portion of -every Sowl 
of Man that doth Evil, and not look with Horror 
and Bitterneſs of Spirit, -upon our {inful Lives ? A 
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beuciſh Folly - and Jagraticude doch. the unreleating 
Sinner accuſe himſelf of, whenever he is fo abſurd, 
as to call himſelf a Chriſtian ? 


I proceed, 

THI. To ſhew the Seaſonablenefs of this Duty of 
Joudly en. old mayer 

oudly call ro Weeping, aſting, Mourning ; 
and the Sins rl Clntatencs of a Church and 
Nation increaſe their Obligations to them, as with us 
at this Day. Had ever any Age or People more or 
greater Sins to mourn for, than we have * Is not the 
whole Head fick, and the whole Heart faint, and the 
whole Body full of Wounds, and Braiſes, and pu- 
#rifig ng Sores ? Have not all ſorts of Men .corrapted 
their Ways? Are they not altogether become abomina- 
ble? Are not Atheiſm and Infidelity, Rioting and 


- Drunkenneſs, Chambering and Wantonneſs, Strife 


and Envying, Pride and Covetouſneſs, the propha- 
nation of God's Sacred Name in horrid Oaths and 
Curſes, and the contempt of Divine Worſhip, the 
moſt notorious things we can any where obſerve ? 
m4". for _ ever —_— ſcaſonable than 
now, now that it -is ſo general, ſo- impudent, and 
ſo exceedingly multiplied in all its Kinds? Is it not 
a moſt proper Seaſon to mourn for our Sins, when 


, 
Loſſes, ſhed ſo much Engliſh Blood, and made fo 
many Orphans, and Widows,. and Childleſs amongſt 

us ! 


OR WE a p—_— TOE 
| N bl 
" 
__ 


mY a Mt the 


preach” 


us? bs it not hi i 
onus, 15 ſtill fo viſibly lifted 
whence alone we can 


us? But thar ing may be 
us, to concern onr ſelves 
of the Duty of the Texr, 


F ſhall ſhew, | 
IV. The Benefit of our this Dw- 
ty, intimated to ns in theſe Words; «nd he ſhall lift 
Jou wp. | 


. Firſ®, We might comfortably 
were generally, Tin fome 
thus humbled, God would lift ws 


Childrew of Mew, 


Deligo of his Correfting is in 

firoy Nimiveh within fourry Days : Yet" whet! 

faſted, and cried, and humbled — 
| c i 
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Jonah 3. 


2 Chron 12. 


Ver. 5. 


him, he repented of the Evil he ſaid he would do unto 
them, And when the King of Egypt had gathered a 
mighty Army againſt 1/ae/becauie they had forſaken 
God, 2 Chron, 12. and the Lord ſaw that the great Men 
particularly hambled themſelves, he ſent his Prophet 
to_tell them, that he would nor deſtroy them, bat 
grant, them ſome deliverance, and his Wrath ſbould 
not be poured upon them by the hand of Shiſhak. And 
accordingly we read, werſ. 12. that in | aq things 
went well, Is it then in our Power to do any thing, 
ſo ſerviceable to our publick Peace and Proſperity, and 
ſhall we ſtill negle& it? Are not theſe B gs wor 
thy to be ſought with Tears and Sorrow ? and would 
they not be very _—_ purchaſed by the perfor- 
mance of ſo reaſonable a Duty, after ſo-large an Ex- 


pence of Blood and Treaſure in vain for the recover 
of them ? : 


Secondly, Our particular penitent Sorrow and” Hu- 
miliation, may prevail with God to lift « «p above 
thoſe Calamities it may be too late for us to prevenr. 
When Men are caſt down, then thou ſhalt ſay, There is 
lifting up; and he ſhall ſave the humble Perſon, Job 
22. 29, An eminent Inſtance of this diſtinguiſhin 
Providence of God, we have Ezek. g. 4. where Gol 
commands « Mark to be ſet on the Forehead of thoſe 
that did figh and cry for. the Abominations that were 
done in the midi of Jeruſalem, that the Miniſters of 
his Wrath might zot come near any of them, ver. 6, 
For ſuch Men are the particular Care of Heaven, and 
the peculiar Objets of the Divine Favour, To this 


Man 


——and_ 7 


Man will I look, faith God, rr ge even to bins that 
is poor and of « contrite Spirit, and irenblb of by 
Word. 


Thirdh, God will ft «p them that myers and af- 
fot —_— as -_ L —_ of the Text requires ; 
that is, He will ratſe drooping Spirits, revive and 
comfort their humbled Souls. He is therefore called 
oe Paxul, 2 Cor. 7. 6. bl, God 3 ortecth - 
that are ca b t d is 
__ faith to Prom Na ath. ſent me to 
ch lad Tidings to t Rs fo bind u the broken 
Served? cod to comfort them that —_ fa, 61. Ok Hy 
| Such —_ have an _— Spring - Comfort al- 
| ways abi int even the Ho 7 Spire 
who dndleth with ſuch 4s are of a wal he, and ny, Ifa. $7.15. 
gon, jo revive the Spirit of the Humble, and to revive 
Bape yon of to ive thee, fucha Senſe 
Divine Love, Ho 
as 2 will abundantly ſweeten the worſt ror they 
can bein : So that to be thus /orrowful, is the beſt no. 


to be always rejoicing. 


Fourthly, God will lift them up, who thus humble 
themſebves in his ſight here, to his own everlaſting King- 
| dom hereafter, where they | ball ſbine as the Sun, and 
_—_— no Cos Dr we diminiſh ow - of «< 
their G Q ed are t #n$ 
_ theirs ir phe Kingdom wing, --loghs hay 
God delights to Iwell fk M Mea here, % in he 
receive them to dwell with + hereafter, when he 
2 will 


Ne atten . 
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83 Sam. 14.16, 


will dry up all their Tears, heal all their Wounds, put 
an to all their Sorrows, and fill cheir Souls with 
Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory ; when he will no lows 
ger ſpeak to them, as he doth in the Text, Be afflifted, 
and mourn, and weep ; but will call tham 40 exter ito 


the Toy of their Lord, to ſing the Song of the Lame, 
and to exerciſe themſglves 1n dallchyah's. 
Thus then you ſee how ary, how 


ſcaſomable, 
and how profitable, the Duty of the Text, and the 
Duty of the Day is ; And ſhall we not, now at 
ſet our ſelves in carneſt to the performance of it ? 


we ſtill rejoice to do Evil, and delight in the frowardueſs 
of the Wi-ked? 'Shall we fill. maintain the CharaRer 
which the Prophet gave of Niniveh, Zeph. 2, 15, This 
is the rejoicing City that dwelleth careleſh? God torbid ! 

Let us ſearch avd try our Ways then, and know every 
Man the Plague of his own Fleart, and tern to the Lord 


with weeping and mourning, forall our great and cryi 
Sins, No for the »Mitting our Hearts with this Sor 
row, I ſhall, | 


V. Dire to fome proper Conſiderations for his 
purpoſe, 


Firſt, Txt us conſider the Goodneſs and ay of 
that God we have ſinned againſt, and try to aftidt aw 
Souls with Shame and Sorrow for the baſe 
of our Sins. When David had put Savl in mind of the 
tender regard he had had for his Life and'Safery, we 
read that Saul lift up his Voice and wept, at the thoughts * 
of his cruel Deſigns againſt lum : And. will not our 
Souls 


kind, /how compaſſio- 
rate, how bountiful a Father have we offended ? Oche 
Riches of that Forbearance and -ſuffering - we 
have defpiſed! O the height and of that Love 
we have abuſed ! The Ox knows his , and the Af 
bis Maſter's Crib ; but ungrateful Wretches that we 
have been, we have zot ag, WO _—_—_— 
we 'v our innumera ligations to love. 
die ao ooaras grin Ay. ply Pnyiay 
ing. "That we ſhould thas requite the Lord, the Lord that 
made and boweht as, that preſerves and provides for us, 
whom and from whom. are all the good things we enjoy ! 
more than brutiſh ſtupidity are our. Hearts de- 
praved imo, if chey are not pierced rhroagh with Sor- 
ere remembrance of ſuch prodigious Ingra- 
titude ? 


Secondly, Tet us endeavour to aff? our Souls with 
Sorrow, for rhe Sins we have committed, by conlider- 
gt Re CO OI God by and for 
them. TR _ OETY jerced, 
all they ſball mourn and be in bitterneſs, ſaith the Pro- 
phe, Zzch. 12.10. And methinks we ſhould always 
thus affeQted when we /ook apon him, when we con- 
fider the Death and Paſſian of out Bleſſed Saviour, who 
ard bexr our Sins in his own Body on the Tree. How dole- 
ful were lis Cries, how tormenting his —_— 
| -4 
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— 


ſhameful his Death, when he carried our Sorrows, -and 
our Iniquities were laid upon him? Are we not pained at 
the very Heart to think, how inſenſible we have hi- 
therto been of all theſe things ; how we have renewed 
and increaſed his Sorrows, Crucified him afreſb, and a- 
gain and again put him PRge ame, by the hard- 
neſs of our Hearts, and the ca of our Lives? O 


' my Soul ! methinks we ſhould every one of us be rea- 


dy to fay, How canſt thou any longer endure the 
T! ughts of theſe things without ſhame and remorſe, 
the ts of thy Redeemer's Sufferings, and thy 
own titude ? Did the Son of God cry out under 
the of thy Sins, and art thou eaſy and chearful 
under them ? Did he bleed and die for and canſt 
thou not weep for him, for the Sufferings thou haſt 
brought upon him, and thy unkind behaviour towards 
him ? O Bleſſed Jeſus ! that I ſhould be thus inſeaſible 
of thy intolerable Sufferings, and of thy infinite Love ! 
that I ſhould take Pleaſure in that which brought thee 
toſo much Sorrow ! that I ſhould cheriſh and-em- 
brace, and be fo fond of that, by and for which thou 
waſt wounded, and bruiſed, put to all the Shame 
and Torments of the Croſs ! Oh ! what Lamentations, 
what Tears, can be loud or bitter enough .to bewail 
the ſhameful returns I have made, for that precious 
Life and Blood which were ſo freely given and ſhed 
for me ? 


Thirdly, Let us endeavour to afflift our Souls with 
Grief and Shame, by conſidering the filthy and abomi- 
nable Nature of Sin, we have been ſo fond, and Haut 


preach'd at St. Mary-le-Bow. 


ſo much Time in'the ſervice of.” There: _ 
thing in Toads or Vipers, '{o ugly; fo loa 
deſtruQtive, as there is -in Sin ; very Creature 

i Good, bur Sin is the Devil's s Off-ſpring, it is 


—_ and Work. + And what can hot ef 


than that, which makes us reſemble him ; 
iT the God of Love cannot but hate ; which the 
Father of Mercies cannot but abhor, which be cannot 
look upon ? ry non of a Holy, Fuft, and 


=_ OI preed-onrrerny he - 
we of | our Hearts, t oar Fleſb . 
= jd trit ; ID ro not Fords and a our hy, 


cothink how much we have et. our Hearts upon it 


that it was for this, for the ſake- of this, ſo baſe and . 


_ a thing, that we have been all this while 


ve of a moſt Mercitul Father, and defeating the - 
of our Compaſſionate Redeemer, who | gave 
5 


If for us to redeem. us from Iniquity ? 


Fourthly, Let us endeavour to affii# our Souls with 


Shame and Sorrow, by conſidering what means of Re- 
formation, and what earneſt "Invitations from God 


i Corn W God- hath given us' mar- - 


OR ſevere a 7 d _— FACE —_— 


called upon. us with the greateſt Compelien = 


Importunity, - that he -might 'reclaum us from our . 


Sins. is it 20t an evil and. bitter thing, .O Sin» 


ner, OY readred: them 
all 'of .none and, in ſpite of all the Me-. 
thods of - ny fn PR in the . dangerous, - 


Ungrate- - 


; had Life and 
Death, Heaven and Hell, plainly et before me ; but 
neither did the one move me with Fear, nor the ©0- 
ther encourage-me with Hope, to forſake my Sins, 
and return to my God. How often have my God 
and Saviour beſought me by their Ambaſſadors to be 
recopectted, tO come wnto that I mmht have 


Life? How have they ſtretched out their all 
the Day long, and, with repeated Declarations and 
Inſtances of Mercy and Compaſſhon, invited me in- 
to their Embraces? But alas! all this hath been 
done to a ſtubborn and gazn-[a ing Wretch. O-my 


fooliſh and unhappy Soul ! thou ſhouldſt be 
thus. obſtinately bent Sic: and Ruin ! that thou 
ſhould{t be thus: in of the moſt gracious. OF- 
fers of Pardon and Mercy, and the moſt dreadful. 
Demunciations of Wrath and Vengeance ! that thou 
ſhould make f light of the moſt: co 
Addreſs. of thy &+ God; of the: moſt com- 
paibonate Invitations of a dying Saviour | How' grie- 
vous: ſhould the remembrance of theſe things be, Rom 
intoleralile the Burden of. then * 

Fifthly, 
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ner fay w! 
ments, for what 


frank  O ye Gods, faid he, for how ſhort « 


Rt Sper whap 


forfeited the . Favour and Love of God, and.en- 


Vanities : have I wearied my 
quity ? What Fruit kg I 
which I am now aſbamed, 


which is not Bread, and m 
profiteth not !. That I 


TE = nee) | 


adrrped os hue 


That I ſhould fo © 


nour m 


the Life of my 070 Soul? For wha 
on rk «this for for 
whereof 


and the 
is Death ? That I ſhould ſpend my Geng for that 
Labour for that which 


d {o-wiltully ex 
Death and Miſery 
are but for « Seaſon That I ſhould 


pty Profits of Iniquit 
ible Read, 


pole 
; for the Ples 


before the ineſti- 


of Righteouſneſs ! 
my Mercifut Creator, diſho- 
Gracious Redeemer, and grieve the Holy 


Spirit of God, ſo often and ſo wiltully as I have done, 


for things that periſh in_ the «ſing, for the moſt -vain 
and momentanvy Enjoyments ! 


If we did but ſeriouſly conſider theſe 
. preſs them hard 
ts ate ether 


Hupid an 


things, and 


Minds, ſurely we could 
d inſenſible under them, 


we could p- but feel ſome remorſe for. the Folly 


and 


ingratitude . of our, Sins, 
EG ight of God. for thens. 


and hamble . our. ſelves 


I ſhall hope- there- 
t we are... in ſome meaſure thus: affeted 


with theſe Conſiderations have been laid before vs, 
that we feel our Hearts afflifted with Shame d 


Remarfe, 
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our ſelves Diſſemblers with God,” or fach extrava- 
gant lovers of Sin, that, though it hath caſt us 
reat deal of Grief and Pain, yet we cannot but 
Rin cheriſh and embrace kt. And then what will 
all: our Sorrow avail ? It will aggravate the Guile 
of our continued - Duſobedignce, and we ſhall be 
but rhe' greater Sinners, 'the greater. Mourners' we 
have been. | . 


Secondly, Our Sorrow and Humiliation muſt, and 
if it be ſincere, it will be followed, with vigorous and 
earneſt Endeavours to reſtrain agd reclaim! Men from 
thoſe evil Praftices, which give us ſo mnch Grief 
and Vexation. To what purpoſe do we nd 
to faſt and mourn for the Sins of the Times, if 


"ts 


-- 


preach'd as $3. Mary-e-Bow. 


are made for the Terror and hymn gen of ſuch 
evil.Doers ? For God's ſake then, for the: ſake” of 
our moſt . Holy Rel; or Nog of 

is dear to us Ne Cie of thoſe Souls for 
whom Chriſt died, and for the diſcharge af our 
Oaths and Conſciences, let us do' all that is pro- 
per for us, in our ſeveral Places and Circumſtances, 
at leaſt to repreſs the Growth and Inſc.cace of open 


Wickedneſs: Let the World fee by our Zeal and - 


Diligence, and Courage, in proſecuting this Delign, 
that we do not ſigh and mourn in appearance on- 
ly for the Abommations- that are done in the midit 
of us; that the ſight of them is really fo: grievous 
and hateful to us, that we cannot -forbear, as far 
as it is in our Power, to force them Fr Lls 
lick View and Practice. We mu =. 
brift, 


tar before the Judgment m_ wy 
A— of our executing 
ſed in us. And = a. ry not _ 


of being found unfaithful, in the moſt weighty and 


important Matters. of our both to God and 


Man ? But 1 am Pts fer thi JED 


the Eftets © 


it are not _ 
7s Flames increalh and 4 net caapae Fx þ 


till it have burnt up all- thoſe Briars and Thorns, 
which prick and wound the Souls of all Righteous 


Men, and hedg up - our Way to Peace and Set-- 


tlement.. Then would you have Praiſe of God, and 
Peace. in your Minds, and the. Applauſe of all _ 


rote hath 
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the Generations to come would. call you 
Then you would have comfort in the Hour 


0 ng T9 7 nh 


ing Crowns, and Joy anſpecks-' 
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